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Plate I — (a) The Saiva verse in Pallava-Giantha characters in the Adivaraha-Perumal Temple at 
Mavalivaram. 

(6) Front and back — Nandi varman-Pailavamalla Inscription of the 8th century A.D. 

(c) The Pauranic verse on the ten Avataras of Vishnu. 

( d ) Label at the top of the Royal group — Simha vishnu and his two queens. 

(e) Label on the top of the Royal group — Mahendravarman and his two queens. 

,, II. Right side— Simhavishnu and his two queens. 

Left side— Mahendravarman and his two queens. 




TWO STATUES OF PALLAVA KINGS AND 
FIVE PALLAVA INSCRIPTIONS IN A ROCK- 
TEMPLE AT MAHABALIPURAM. 

♦ 

I N November, 1922, Mr. K. V. Subrahmanya Aivar, B.A., while acting as 
Assistant Archaeological Superintendent for Epigraphy, Madras, paid an official visit 
to Mahabalipuram (Mamallapura as stated in its inscriptions or Mavalivaram 
as it is popularly called) to make a further search for inscriptions and images in 
the rock-cut temple of Adivaraha-Perumal at that historic village. Steps had no 
doubt been taken in the year 1912-1913 to remove the many modern mud walls that 
hide from view the fine old sculptures in the several cellars of the spacious rock- 
cut verandah in front of the central shrine of this temple. But the Madras Gov- 
ernment decided (G.O.No. 175 Public, dated the 9th February 1914) not to interfere 
in the matter, on the advice of the Collector of Chingleput. Consequently, the old 
sculptures of the temple, so far as they were then available, including only one of 
the royal groups now published, could be photographed by flash light. The label 
explaining the latter was not then visible, although a strong suspicion as to 
its existence was not altogether given up. The fresh attempt of Mr. Subrah- 
manya Aiyar has been more than successful, since another similar group of 
a king with two queens has also been discovered and the labels explaining both 
groups of images uncovered and copied. Besides these two label-inscriptions 
two other Pallava inscriptions in the rock-cut verandah, and an inscribed slab 
of the Pallava King Nandivarman Pallavamalla built into the floor outside 
the temple, were also secured. 1 have thus received, in all, from Mr. K. A . 
Subrahmanya Aiyar, 9 photographs of sculptures including that of the chief 
image of Yaraha-Perumal of the central shrine, the ground plan of the cave 
showing the rock-cut portions, modern additions, the positions of the images, 
the inscriptions and the rock-cut pillars, together with triplicate ink-impressions 
of the five new Pallava inscriptions mentioned above. 1 Photographs of the two 
royal groups and the five inscriptions alone are reproduced in the accompanying 
plates and the rest are described below. 

•"Xwo^aherTo seriptions of this temple, herein called Varahasvamin, are already know n. Hz.. one on the front 
(outer) wall 155.1.T. Vol T. p. 126, Ha 90) and another in a niche (ibid. p. 1 i-i and Carr's Seven Pagoda.*, pp. 132 tf). 
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The rock-cut verandah of the temple is supported in the front row by four 
lion-based octagonal pillars and by two similar half-pillars standing against each 
side of the rock at its ends, and, in the back row, again, by two lion-based 
octagonal pillars of the type common to Pallava architecture of the period of 
Rajasimha-Narasimhavarman II in the beginning of the 8th century A.D. The 
images represented in the niches are those of — (1) Durga with 8 arms, stand- 
ing in the tribhangl posture wearing a high crown and treading with her left 
foot the severed head of the buffalo-demon — a beautiful group and a true copy 
of that given at page 200 of my ‘ South-Indian Gods and Goddesses’ ; (2) Sam- 
anya-Lakshmi, With her feet resting one on the other, on a seat decorated with 
fruits and creepers. The maids carrying water-pots and unguents by the side 
of this Goddess, are beautifully carved, and may, judging from their head-dresses, 
represent the Pallava royal ladies described in the sequel. These figures are 
also the same as those represented in figure 118 in ‘ South-Indian Gods and 
Goddesses ’ at page 188, but more clear and elegant ; (3} Gan gdhara— a form of 
Siva of the type described at page 132 and shown in figure 86 of the same 
work, supporting with his right upper arm a braid of his locks on which the 
river Ganga is supposed to descend ; (4) Brahma, the standing four-faced figure of 
the usual Pallava type (see fig. 6 in 1 * South-Indian Gods and Goddesses ’) and 

(5) and (6) Vishnu 1 and Sankara -Narayana, 2 each attended by two kneeling 
and worshipping figures at their feet and flanked by dvarapalas. One of the 

dvarapalas to the right of the Vishnu figure has a five-hooded serpent shadowing 
his head. This may be the serpent-God Adisesha who is always connected with 
the Boar-Incarnation of Vishnu. 

The most interesting discoveries, however, are the historical statues, 

the two groups of Pallava royal personages found in the two cellars of the front 
verandah, facing each other, on its right and left sides (Plate II). The 

first of these on the right side near the Samanya-Lakshmi group consists 
of a king seated on a three-legged (?) cushioned stool, in the sukhasana posture, 
flanked by his two standing queens whose prominent jewels are the huge ear- 
rings and bracelets of the usual Pallava type. Both the queens wear crowns 
fashioned in the style known as the karanda-makuta, while the king himself 

wears the simple cap-like high crown, ear-rings, and an under-garment (dhoti) 

tucked up at the waist as even in modern times. His right hand shows the 
cliinmudra or the contemplative posture indicating the right perception of truth. 3 
The legs of the seat on which the king is seated are shaped artistically like those 
of a lion, and it looks as if the seat was a true representation of the Pallava- 
simhdsana. Whether the ladies wear sans or not, cannot be exactly made out. 
The second group opposite to this is in a cellar near the Durga group of images 


1 Sea “ South-Indian Gods and Goddessess”, p. 20, where, however, the attendant worshippers and dtaravala* 
are not seen. 1 

* Ibid. p. 128. It is very doubtful if this is a figure of Sahkara-Xarayana. In his right hand Sahkara-Naravana 
has to hold an axe or trident, the mark of Siva, and in his left the conch, the mark of Vishnu. Here, in the left h d 
is the disc instead of the conch and in the right a rosary (?) instead of the axe. * * C 41141 

» This posture of the handle shown, generally, in the case of gods like Dakslriolmarti and of hi e hl v Bacrpd 

ages and religious teachers, s J 
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and consists of a king and two queens, all standing, the king with his left hand 
holding the right hand of one of his queens — perhaps the senior- — and with his 
right, pointing his fore finger towards the image in the central shrine. The 
crowns worn by the king and the queens are similar to those described in the 
first group, but the robe of the king and the sans of the queens are quite royal 
in their appearance, the former hanging in folds and showing the inner lining (?) 
of the robe. Besides, from the way in which the dress fits the arms, waist 
and breast of the figure wearing it, one is led to infer that the robe must have 
been cut, sewn and fitted as at the present day. In addition to the large ear- 
rings and pendants, the jewels worn by both the king and the queens include 
necklaces. The breast cloth is absent in the case of the ladies. 

These two groups of royal personages bear, as already stated, labels at 
their tops. Above the group on the north side of the verandah is the follow- 
ing inscription in Pallava-Grantha characters (Plate I, D) : — 



“The glorious at hi raja ( adhimja ) Simkavinna-Pottra (i.e., Siiiihavishnu-Pota).” 1 

Above the second is the following inscription also in similar Pallava-Grantha 
characters (Plate I, E) : — 

“ The glorious athirdja ( adhimja ) Mahenclra-Pottra.” 

From these labels it is evident that the groups represent the Pallava kings 
Siiiihavishnu and Mahendra. But who were these Siiiihavishnu and Mahendra ? 
Siiiihavishnu, the father of Mahendra I. was the founder of the last ruling line 
of Pallavas and the first conqueror of the C'hola country about the end of the 
7tli century A.D., as described in the Velurpalaiyam plates. 2 Narasiinhavarman I 
and II — the grandson and the great-great-grandson respectively of Siiiihavishnu — 
were also known by the name Xarasimhavishnu 3 (or briefly Siiiihavishnu). 
Similarly Mahendravarman I the son of Siiiihavishnu was the first great Pallava 
king, the inventor of rock-cut temples in Southern India. In the Pallava geneaology 
of this Siiiihavishnu line 4 there are. two other kings bearing the name Mahendra - 
varman. It is therefore difficult to say which of these groups of three similar names 
the representations in the niches of the Yaraha-Perumal temple exactly signify. 
Palaeography may, however, help us in settling the question, although the differences 
in writing separated by less than a century do not count for much. The characters 
of these records when examined carefully and compared with the remarks of Dr. 
Vogel given in his valuable article on the Yupa inscriptions of King Mulavarman 
at Koeti in East Borneo, show that (1) the syllable sri with its rectangular shape 

1 P5ta, pflttadhiraja. pottarasn. or pottaraiyan was a family title of the Pallava kings and was perhaps, as sug- 
gested by Prof. Hultzsch, connected with the Tamil pdftu or Skt. pallava ‘ the sprout ’ from which this line of kings 
is supposed to have sprung ; see S. I. I. Vol. II, p. 341 n. Adhiraja as defined in ancient Sanskrit works, was a rank 
obtainable among kings ; see the late Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao's notes on King*, Crowns etc., 5 ’ in the Modern 
Review for February 1917, pp. 150 If. 

2 South-lndian Inscriptions , Vol. II, p. 510, v. 10 

* Dr. Fleet’s Dyn. Kan . Distrs., p. 323, Table. 

* See Sa*th-Indian Inscriptions, Vol. II, p. 506, Table. 
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is closely allied to what appears in the Roeti inscriptions and in the 
Dharntaraja-Ratha inscriptions at Mahabalipuram j 1 (2) that ma, though without 
its characteristic indenture (or as Biihler terms it, the notching of the base 

line) at the bottom, is like the one found in some of the inscriptions of Mahen- 

dravarman I, (e.g., see plate facing p. 12 in Ep. Ind. Yol. XVII and plate facing 
p. 152 in ibid. Yol. IY) ; that (3) lia is exactly similar to what we find in the 
Mandagappattu inscription of Yiehitraehitta (Mahendravarman I) : and (4) that 
so also is the letter pa. The letter m is more archaic. In Pallava records, 

generally, ra is a vertical line with a tube, long or short, curving to the left 

and attached to the bottom of the letter. In the records under publication, 
it shows only the vertical shaft as in the early Brahml script without the charac- 
teristic tube or hook of the Pallava age. The Koeti (East Borneo) Yupa 
inscriptions of King Mulavarman of about the 5th century A.D. as determined by 
Dr. Yogel, 2 sometimes show a ra without a hook (see e.g., in inscription A, end of 
line 7). The C'ampa inscription of Bhadravarman does not show the hook in 
the letter ra. The letters ja and sa, however, of the present records are the 
same as those used in the inscription of Rajasiiirha Xarasinihavarman II in 
the Atiranachandesvara cave temple at Saluvankuppam. 3 Dr. Biihler, remark, 
ing on these two letters under the head ‘ the middle variety of the Grantha 
alphabet 5 says that an innovation in the case of the former is “ the transposi- 
tion of the vertical of ja to the right end of the top bar and the conversion 
of the central bar into a loop connected with the lowest bar So also in the 
case of sa he says that an innovation introduced is “ the combination of the 
left hand vertical of sa with the left end of the old side limb and of the right 
end of the side limb with the base stroke.” These forms of ja and sa occur 
for the first time in the Kiuam Plates of Paiamesvaravarman I. the grandson 
of Mahendravarman I (C‘. 650 A.D.), and may therefore be supposed to have 
been invented in the time of that king. The va of the records under discussion 
must be ascribed to the time of Mahendravarman I. 

Thus it appears that these la! el inscriptions were engraved at a time when 
the characteristics of the script of the time of Mahendravarman I had not 
altogether been forgotten and yet when some innovations were being introduced 
in the Pallava-Grantha characters. Consecjuently, I am of opinion that the char - 
acters of these labels must belong to the time of Paramesvaravarman I and that 
the sculptures too. on which the records are engraved, must have been con- 
temporaneous with them. It may not be far from the truth, therefore, if it 
is stated that the royal groups represent Mahendravarman I, the originator 
or rock-cut temples in Sournern India and his son Narasimhavarmftn-Siliiha- 
vishnu I, the inveterate foe of the Western C'halukya king Yikramaditya I (A.D. 
655 to 680), and distinguished in history by the title Vatapikonda- 

The two other inscriptions copied from the rock-cut verandah of the Yar- 
fiha-Perumaj temple confirm the above date for these writings, and throw light 

1 Ep. Ini . Vol X. Plate fac-iue [>. 12. ~~~ 

’ The little hook attach, -ri to the Ion? vertical of letters h considered to he a characteristic of the southern 
alphabets by Dr. J. Ph. \ o- e l in his pamphlet on the Yupa Inscriptions from Koeti p. 223. 

* Ep. Ind. Vol. X, Plate facing p. 12. 


FALLA VA STATUES. ETC'., AT MAHABALIPURAM. 


5 


on the non-sectarian creed of the early Pallava kings. The one on the lintel 
above the figure of Sahkara-Xarayaija contains the following well-known Pauranic 
verse on the ten Avataras of Vishnil with a slight variation and is inscribed 
in the very same Pallava- Grantlia characters 1 * (Plate I. C’) as described above : — 

. . . - 3 *mr*r[:i*] ttwA ttw^i 3 

fi[:] ^ hi 

The verse mentions the ten avataras of Vishnu, viz., the Fish, the Tortoise, the 
Boar, the Man-Lion, the Dwarf, Rama (i.e., Parasurama), Rama (i.e.. Dasarathi 
Rama), Rama (i.e., Balarama). Buddha and Kalkin. It may be observed that 
sometimes this well known verse is recited with Krishna substituted for Buddha. 

Dr. Bloch writing on the subject of “ the Vaishnava invasion of Bodh 
Gaya ’’ 4 remarked that the earliest literary reference to the ninth avatdra of \ ishnu 
(viz. Buddha) is found in a work of the 12th century A.D. and that the Hindu 
notion of Buddha being an avatdra of Vishnu must have arisen out of the 
pipal tree with which Buddha’s ‘enlightenment ’ is intimately connected, while 
the tree itself is worshipped by the Hindus as Vishnu 5 from even pre-Buddhist 
times down to the present day. It is not impossible that this suggestion of the 
learned doctor is the apparent explanation for the Pauranic tradition which iden- 
tifies Buddha with the ninth avatdra of Vishnu. Xo Pauranic account, however, 
in describing the descent of Buddha connects him with the pi pal tree under 
which he attained his nirvana. Invariably they accept him as an avatdra of 
Vishnu himself who purposely incarnated on Earth to mislead the asuras and 
thereby secure an easy victory for the suras. Here evidently, the term asuras 
refers to the followers of Buddha who did not accept the Vedie injunctions 
as regards the existence of God, the performance of sacrifices, etc., and suras, 
to the followers of the Vedas. This Pauranic theory of Buddha’s intentional 
mislead in matters of Vedic ritual was perhaps an interpolation inserted after 
the crushing defeat which the Buddhist doctrine must have received at the hands 
of the Advaita teacher Sahkaracharya, whose date is placed somewhere about the 8th 
centurv A.D. In the small poem Dasdvatarastotra, which is attributed to him 
Saiikaracharya describes Buddha — though the latter was his religious opponent — in 
very high terms as a great sage ( yogin ) seated in the padmasana posture in 
deep meditation, and indicates thereby that he recognised Buddha as an avatdra 
of Vishnu. The Samhitas for which Dr. Schrader in his Introduction to the 
Pmcharatra Samhitd fixes the 8th century as the terminus ad quern , speak of the 
fallacious svstems, the Buddhist Sunyavdda and the Arhata-Sdsira of the Jainas, as 
those which were revealed by the Lord himself in his Buddha and Rishabha avataras. 
At Sirpur, in the Central Provinces is a shrine of about the 8th century A.D. in 
which are found side by side, the images of Rama and Buddha, the latter being 

1 The letter na is somewhat carelessly engraved ; ma has the notch in the base line ; ra is without a hook and 
so also is ka ; sa is the same as the one employed in the Paramesvaravarraan inscriptions. 

i The missing letters must be *!«<?: f flf 3V now hidden from view by a modern wall. 

3 Read 

1 A. S. R. for 1908-9, p. 151 

* AsvattharXarayana as a name for the plpal tree is quite familiar in the South. 
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represented in his usual meditative attitude. The avatara-verse in question in the 
V araha-PerumaJ temple, written in characters also of about the 8th century A.D. 
supports the view that the inclusion of Buddha in the avatdras of \ ishnu must 
have already become familiar in the 8th century. The Vishvaksena-Samhitd actually 
mentions Buddha as a secondary avatara of \ ishnu. The T ishnusahasrandma 
includes the name. The Agni, \ ishnu, \ aril ha and the Bhagavata puranas include 
Buddha in the ten avatdras of 1 ishnu, but the Mahabharata, Harivathsa and the 
Devibhagavata do not. 1 In Hindu iconography we have a figure of A ishnu in 
meditative posture called Yogesvara-A ishnu (mentioned only by Hemadri of the 
13th century), which may be taken to 'represent the Buddha -avatara of Vishnu. 

The inclusion of Buddha in the list of the ten avatdras of Vishnu may not 
entirely be the result of a psychological connection established by the identifica- 
tion of Vishnu with the Asrattha-tree first and thence with Buddha because of the 
enlightenment of the latter under the pipal tree. It may, as well have been due to the 
broad principles which guided the Brahminical framers of the Hindu pantheon as 
clearly stated in the Samhita literature. An incarnation (avatara), says Dr. R. G* 
Bhandarkar, ‘ acted sometimes like a human being or even a brute and at the same 
time had the miraculous powers of a God.’ It is no wonder then, that Buddha, 
with the bewildering powers displayed by him, — though non-Vedic and agnostic in 
his teachings — was easily counted as an avatara, in the same manner as the sages 
Narada, Sanatkumara, Veda-Vvasa, Kapila, Dhanvantari, Dattatreya, and the 
kings Prithu, Mandhatri and Arjuna. The Bhagavata -Purana includes in a similar 
way and for similar reasons the first Jaina Tirthankara, Rishabha (Rishabhanatha) 
among the avatdras of Vishnu. The reverence thus accorded to Buddha by the 
Brahmanic Hindus does not however indicate that he was actually worshipped in 
a temple or shrine dedicated to him, in the same way as the Vaishnava avatdras 
Varaha, Narasiriilia, Vamana (Trivikrama), Rama and Krishna. This might have 
been so on account of Buddha's incarnation being considered to be either only 
a part (amsa) avatara or to his teachings being, as stated above, agnostic and 
as such opposed to Veclic Hinduism. 2 Without assigning any particular reason the 
Yatindramata dipika — a Vaishnava poem of about the 16th century — says that 
some avatdras of Vishnu are worshipped and some are not. Buddha may have been 
one of those avatdras who were not included in the category of gods worshipped for 
the sake of liberation. The reason why Buddha, in spite of his non-Vedic teaching, 
was at all included in the ten avatdras may have been because (1) the ahimsa-dharma 
which he preached was common to early Vaishnavism as it was to Buddhism and 
Jainism and (2) the Vasudeva (Krishna) cult of the Bhagavad-Gita flourished in 
the 4th century B.C. simultaneously with these two religions. 3 It is now easy to 
understand also the Silpa-sastras which prescribe the Srivatsa, a sacred mark 
of Vishnu as a special mark of Buddha images as well. The Sudarsana-chakra 
(discus) of Vishnu corresponds perhaps to Buddha’s Dharmachakra. 

1 The age of the Puranas is not yet finally settled. Mr. Pargiter places some of them which give the genea- 
logical lists of Kings, in the post-Gupta period. Some are decidedly much earlier. 

* Buddha according to the Samhitas was a secondary avatara of Krishna and could be worshipped, inasmuch, 
as he was possessed of the quality of misleading the heretics to the great advantage of the faithful. 

3 See Dr. R. G. Bhandarkars Vaishnavism, Saivism, etc., p. 46. 
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It might be noted that the pipal tree, which in the Yedic age and the Epic 
times was revered as the seat of Gods and the home of the Holy Mothers 
and known by the name Kesavavasa 1 seems to have become in the later Pauranic 
age, evidently on account of its connection with Buddha, the home of ‘ the goddess 
of ill-luck ’ (Jyeshtha). Two ways of development, says the Linga-Purana, 2 are 
created by the Lord for mankind. One is that of the Brahmanas, the Vedas, 
the \ edic rituals and the pure goddess Sri (Lakshmi) and the other that of 
her elder sister Jyeshtha, the goddess of ill-luck and evil and low class people 
who are outside the pale of the Vedas. The story of Jyeshtha in the same Purana 
states that she was married to a sage, who on that account was not admitted 
thenceforth into the houses of Brahmanas that followed the Vedic ritual. Anxious for 
a place where he could dwell in peace with his wife, the sage asked the advice of 
Markandeya. This sage told him which places to avoid and which to adopt. Of 
these latter, the houses where images of Bhikshu, Kshapanaka or the Bauddha 
existed were stated to be the best places for Jyeshtha, the goddess of ill-luck and her 
husband to stay. The Padnia-Purana giving a slightly different version of the same 
story states that the plpal tree, which was another form of Vishnu himself was 
fixed by that god to be the permanent abode of Jyeshtha or AlakshnA. This 
story divested of its pauranic ethics preferring the adoption of Vedic worship to 
the non-\ edic, seems to suggest the connection of the pi pal tree with Buddha 

and Buddhism and as such fit only for Jyeshtha to live. Thus it appears that 

though the connection of Buddha with Vishnu as one of the latter's avataras was 

accepted by the Puranas and Samhitas generally on account of his miraculous 
powers and his high position as a religious reformer, yet his non-Vedic teachings 
stood in the way of his being raised to the status of a worshipped god. 
Later on, perhaps after the time of Sankarackarva, he even came to be looked 
upon as the propagator of an itsvric form of religion and his symbol the pi pal 
tree (Bodhi-druma, Kesavavasa) became the abode of ill-luck. 

The other verse which is Saiva is written on the floor of the verandah 

(right side), in front of the Durgii group of images, in florid Pallava-Grantha 
characters (Plate I, A) of exactly the same type and size as those of the Ramanuja- 
mandapa, reproduced on Plate II facing page 8 of Ep. hid. Yol. X, and trans- 
cribed at page 11 of the same volume. The text runs : — 

1 ftmum KnfiUTtT gsrcftr fasrcrro [i*] ^ufo 

2 ^ : [h*] 

If, as Professor Hultzsch says, the existence of this Saiva verse in the so-called 
Ramanuja-mandapa at Mahabalipuram raises the presumption that the latter must 
have been a shrine of Siva excavated during the reign of the Pa llava king Para- 
mesvaravarman I, a similar conclusion is not impossible in the case of rhe Yaraba- 
Perumal shrine also. The present image of Yaraha in the central shrine is entirely 


1 See Dhanvantari quoted by Kshlrasvamin in his commentary on Amarakosa, II, 4, 20. 

2 Bombay Venkatesvara Press Edition, Uttarabkaga, cb. VI. 
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covered with plaster and painted in colours and, so also are the walls of the 
central shrine completely plastered. Consequently, there is no possibility of 
clearing up the doubt as to whether the present rock-cut shrine of Yaraha- 
Perumal originally enshrined also an image of Siva or not. But the occurrence of 
the name of the temple as that of Paramesvara-Mahavaraha-Yishnugriha in a record 1 
of the Cliola king Rajendradeva (A.D. 1052-1064) in the same temple, proves 
that it must have been primarily a Yaishnava shrine and that its founder was 
Paramesvaravarman I. as may be inferred from the first part of the name. 
This conclusion tallies with the result arrived at above, by an independent 
study of the palaeography of the label-inscriptions. 

The Tamil inscription (Plate I. B) on a slab built into 2 the floor in front of 
the temple, near the bali-pitha, belongs to the time of Nandipotavarman of the 
Pallava-dynasty and is dated in his 65th year. The characters resemble those of 
Nandipottar, Nandipottaraiyar, Nandipotavarman or Nandivarman Pallavamalla 
(first half of the eighth century) to whom belong (1) the Kasakudi Plates of his 
22nd year, 3 (2) the Udayendiram Plates of the 21st year, 4 (3) the Mallam stone 
record 5 of the 15th year, (4) the Panchapandavamalai record of the 50th year 6 
and the Gudimallam Inscription of the 23rd year 7 . The paheographic pecu- 
liarities show that in all these records — particularly the stone inscriptions (Nos. 
3 and 4) and the Kasakudi copper plates — the vocalic u added to the letters 
t and n is a tubelike curve as in the present inscription, sometimes turned more 
to the left in the copper-plate script ; that the vocalic a is the downward bend 
invariably attached to the right side of the letter, being sometimes much smaller 
in size than the letter itself, e.g., in the case of ta ; and that the letter va is 
rounded at the bottom and has a narrow neck. 8 The letter na which in one 
case (1. 6) appears in its older form as in the Pallava-Grautha alphabet used 
in the Kanchipuram inscription of Rajasimha Narasimhavarman II, is found 
in the Kasakudi Plates and again in the Kilmuttugur record of Ko-Yijaya-Nara- 
simhavarman whom Dr. Fleet places immediately after Nandivarman Palla- 
vamalla (Ep. Ind. Yol. Y, p. 160). In many other respects too, (e.g., the for- 
mation of the letter cha) the Mahabalipuram inscription in its palaeography 
corresponds to the Kilmuttugur record quoted above and hence there can be 
no doubt as to its being a record of Nandivarman Pallavamalla. 

According to the geneaology given in the Kasakudi Plates, Nandivarman 
Pallavamalla is known to have been a distant kinsman 9 , from a collateral branch, of 
Paramesvaravarman II, the last king of the Siriihavishnu line of the Pallavas. A full 
account of the circumstances under which Nandivarman Pallavamalla succeeded 
to the Pallava throne after the death of Paramesvaravarman II is depicted in twelve 

1 South-Indian Inscriptions (Texts), Vol. IV, p. 113, No. 377. 

* Now removed from the floor by Mr. K. V. Subrahmanya Aivar and kept standing in tie premises of the temple 

* 3.-1. Insets , Vol. II, No. 73. 

4 Ibid.. No. 74. 

e Eellore Inscriptions , p. 420 and Plate. 

* Ep. Ind. Vol. IV, pp. 136 ff. 

7 Ep. Ind. Vol. XI, p. 224. 

The Kasakudi plates do not show any open space at all at the top of ro. 

9 In hia Udavealtra.u plates [S.-L Vol. II., p. 63) he calls himself the son of Parana 'ivaravarman II. 
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sculptured scenes with explanatory labels on the south wall of the verandah running 
round the central shrine of the Yaikuntha-Perumal temple at C’onjeeveram. It is 
stated therein : “ The race of the Pallavas commenced with the creator Brahma, and 
after the death of Paramesvarappottaraiyar (i.e., Paramesvaravarman II), the 
kingdom having become kingless, the ministers, senators and the assembly consulted 
together and approached Hiranyavarma-Maharaja of the Kadavesa family and 
asked him to grant them a king. Hiranyavarman communicated this to some 
of the capable members of his family, who, however, refused to go. Then 

calling his own sons Srimalla, Kanamalla, Saingramamalla and Pallavamalla, 

he enquired of them if any would accept. The first three having refused, the 
fourth, Pallavamalla-Paramesvara consented. Though pleased with the noble 
resolve of this Kathaka prince, the father was against sending this son who wa~ 
then only twelve years old. At this stage, an old dqamika (agamika ?) of the comt, 
called Taranikonda-Posar said : “ this (prince) is one who is devoted to Maha- 
Yishnu. He must become an emperor.” On this the required permission was 
granted and the prince started in a palanquin with Hiranyavarma-Maliaraja himself 
and Taranikonda-Posar leading the guarding armies. After going some distance 
the prince got down from the palanquin and taking leave of them, went on 
his way crossing several mountains, rivers and impassable forests. Hearing of 
his approach Pallavadi-Araiyar received him with a vast army, placed the prince 
on an elephant, took him to Kanchlpura-Mahanagar (the capital), but himself 
died (l). 1 The Ha hasa mantas, the merchants (nayarattfn) 2 and the assembly and 
Kadakka Muttaraiyar having heard of the prince’s arrival, met him with honours 
and entered the Palace with him. Then, under the name Naildivarman, the circle 
of ministers. ' the feudatory chiefs, the two assemblies of administrators and the 
senators, crowned him emperor and decorated him with the insignia of royalty 
such as the peacock (1) parasol, the conch Samudraghosha, the Khatvahga banner, 
the Bull-crest, etc., and offered him the royal seal Yidelvidugu.” This detailed 
description agrees, in the main, with what is hinted of him in the Kasakudi 
plates. A recently discovered copper-plate record, to be soon published in the Epi- 
qraphia Indica, also confirms the very tender age of Xandivarman when ins- 
talled on the Pallava throne. It says of hint : rrw i.e. “ he 

of well-established strength, received the kingdom while he was yet a youth.” 

The terms Kfulavesa, Ivathaka and Kadakka which occur in the inscrip- 
tion are of much interest. The former, as the name of the family in which 
Hiranyavarman was born, gives us a clue as to what the position was of the 
descendants of Siiiihavishnu’s younger brother Bhlmavarman, during the active 
rule at Kaiichi of Simhavishnu's son Mahendravarman I and his successors. 
Kadavesa means £ the chief of the Kadava ’ which, in the Tamil Periyapuravam 
occurs as a svnonym for Pallava. The Tandalam inscription (Ep. lnd. Yol. VII, 
p 23) uses Kadava and Pallava in identically the same sense. The term also 
occurs in the Yelvikudi grant of the Pandya king Nedufijadaiyan published in 

i Pallavadi-Araiyar was perhaps some distant kinsman of the king with, however* no right succeed to the 

throne. . . 

, The merc hant community of the Xatiukkoccai Unities are e?en now known by the name nayarattar. 
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Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XVII, No. 16, p. 308. Its interpretation as synonymous 
with Pallava was not hitherto based on any direct statement. Now we clearly 
see that the kings of the collateral line of Pallavas which descended from 
Bhimavarman, were actually called Kadavas and ruled simultaneously with the 
Pallavas of the main line, somewhere over a distant part of the Pallava 
country. This latter fact is inferred from the statement that Pallavamalla had 
to go a long distance “ crossing several mountains and impassable forests ” 
to reach Kaficln. Perhaps, we can even conclude from the frequent occurrence 
of the name Kaduvetti and other allied forms of Kadava in records- from the 
modern Cuddapah and Kurnool districts and the Mysore State that the Kad- 
avas of the Bhimavarman line ruled in those parts, though, later on, they claim to 
have ruled over Kanchi also. 1 A Pallava ruler of the Telugu country at the 
time of the C'halukya invasion from the north under Satyasraya of Ayodhya 
was Trinayana of about the 6th century A.D. He is often mentioned in Telugu 
inscriptions as Trinayana-Pallava or Mukkanti-Kaduvetti, (see Ep. Rep. for 1908, 
p. 70 and Ep. hid. Vol. X, p. 58). The Nolamba-Pallavas of theKanarese coun- 
try also trace their origin to him. Kadakka-Muttaraiyar who joined with the 
chiefs and merchants of Kanchi in installing Pallavamalla on the throne must 
have been another near kinsman of the Pallavas and an ancestor of Kaduvatti 
Muttarasa who about the end of the 9th century A.D. laid seige to Koyatur 
(Laddigam), a village included in the Punganur - Zamindari of the Chittoor dis- 
trict, in the time of the Bana king Yijayaditva II (see Ep. hid. Vol. XYIL 
p. 3). We learn further that the term Kadakka, through the Sanskritized Kathaka, 
was also a form of Kadava (Ep. Ind. Vol. VII, p. 167, footnote 2). 

The inscription records the gift of a pasture-land for calves (kanra-mey- 
kaJani ) by one of the merchants ( nagarattar ) of Mamallapura, himself having 
purchased the land in question from a native of Kunrattur in the district of 
Amur-nadu. Amur and Kiinnattur are villages in the Chingleput taluk of the 
Chingleput district in the Madras Presidencv. 

TEXT. 

Front of slab. 

1 Svasti sri-Palla[va*]-varhsasya 2 [||* ]Na[nti]- 3 

2 bodhuvarmmaku 4 ra[j]yavibhiddhya- 5 

3 h-ekhelaninradu 6 arupattu- 

4 7 and-avadu Mamalla[pu]- 

5 rattu nagarattar Idaivala[fiJ- 

6 chan Kandan kanni-me-[kala]- 

7 niy-aga konda nilam [||*] [A]- 

8 mur-nattu Kunrattur-i[dai] 


i The ViLraiiia-kolan-UUl refers to a Kadava ruler of Senji (Gingee) in the South Arcot Distiict. 

* Read - vams&ya. 5 Read rd] yabh i vfxddhya - 

• Head Nandi • Read =4dldninradu. 

4 Read -potavarmarku 7 Read aind- 
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9 valum Ku«rattur-[kila]- 

10 r Ilan-Paduvunar magan . . x 

11 n Kandan-i[dai] kanru-me-ka[la]- 

12 [ni]y-aga virrukonda nilatt[u]- 

13 [k]k=ellai[||*] 2 Malifiai Kall[u]- 

14 lar-totta[t*]ti[n] melkum [te]- 

Back of slab. 

15 [n]pall-elai 3 kone- 

16 [ri-i]n vadakkum melpal- 

17 l-[e]lai 3 Mandai-talaiva[n]= 

18 [ejrikkum peru-vali-in [ki]- 

19 [lakjkum vadapal-elai 3 Pa- 

20 nappadi-elai-i[n] 4 te- 

21 [rkujm i-nang-ellai 

22 [ajgapatta 5 nilamum Kandan[i]- 

23 dai virrukondu po- 

24 -n Kanru-me-kalaniy- 

25 [kku] peyidan [|{*] Idu a- 

26 [lijyamai katta[n=a]di e- 

27 [n]=rallai 6 meladu[||*] 

TRANSLATION. 

(L. 1). Hail to the glorious Pallava dynasty ! In the sixty -fifth year which is 
current in the increasing reign of Nandipotavarman, Idaivalaftjan Kandan (one 
of) the nagarattdr (merchants ?) of Mamallapuram purchased ( the following) 
land as kanru-m e-kala n i. 

(L. 8). ( The following are) the boundaries of the land purchased for the pur- 
pose of a kanru-me-kalgni from f"Ko]n Kandan, son of Ilan Paduvunar the 
headman ( kilar ) of Kunrattur, who lives in Kunratttir (« village) of Amur-nadu. 

(L. 13). [The Eastern boundary] (is) to the west of the garden of Malifiai 
Nallular ; the southern boundary (is) to the north of the square tank (koneri) ; 
the western boundary (is) to the east of the tank (built by) the chief of Mandai 
and of the big road; and the northern boundary (is) to the south of the Pana. 
ppadi boundary. 

(L. 20). The land included in these four boundaries was purchased from 
Kandan and gold was given with libation (of water) for the kanru-me-kalani. 

(L. 24). The feet of him who protects this (charity) without diminution, shall 
be on my head. 

1 Possibly the missing letter is Kd- 

1 The word Jdlpal^ellai seems to have been omitted here. 

* Read pdl=el(ai, 

4 Read -ellai- 


5 Read agappafta . 
9 Read rah u 
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[N.B , — The figures refer to pages ; n after figures to footnotes and the figure following n, to the number of the 
footnote. Other abbreviations ; used ’are : — co.=eountry ; u lstmt, di\i&icn 4 ; (// .= (.}] att} ; /,s=king * 

w.=man ; s.a.=sameas; sur.=surname ; fe.=temple ; i?».=village, town,] 

Adisesha, serpent-god , 26, 2. 

Adivaraha-Perurual, rock-cut temple at Mavalivaram, 26, 1. 
agamika (agamika?), 26, 9. 

Agni-Purana, 26, 6. 
ahirbsa-dharma, creed , 26, 6 . 

Aiakshml, s.a. Jyeshtha, 26, 7. 

Amarakosa, lexicon, 26, 7n. 

Amur-nadu, di., 26, 10, 11. 

Amur, vis (in the Chingleput district), 26, 10. 

Arhata-sastra, 26, 5. 

Arjuna, Epic hero , 26, 6* 
asura. 26, 5. 

Asvattha or Asvattha-Narayana, the piped tree, 26, 5n, 6. 
at hi raj a (adhiraja), title of kings, 26, 3 and n. 

Atiranac-handesvara, cave temple (at Saluvahkuopaiu), 26, 4. 
avatara. an incarnation , 26, 6, 7. 

Avataras, the ten — of Vishnu enumerated, 26, 5. 

Ayodhya, rh, 26, 10. 

Bana, dg., 26, 10. 

Bkadravarman, Ccunpd k., 26, 4. 

Bhagavad-Glta, poem , 26, 6. 

Bhagavata-Purana, 26, 6. 

Bhikshu. image of. 26, 7. 

Bhimavarman, Kdclava k 26, 9, 10. 

Boar Incarnation of Vishnu, 26, 2. 

Bodh Gaya, n., 26, o. 

Bodhi-druma, the pi pal tree, 26, 7. 

Brahma, god, 26, 9 ; image, 26, 2. 

Brahmana (Brahman), caste, 26, 7. 

BrahmT. alphabet, 26, 4. 

Buddha, avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5. 0 : image , 16, 6, 7 ; saint, 26, 5. f*» 

Buddhist, 26, 5. 

Buffalo-Demon, 26, 2. 

Bull-crest. 26, 9. 

Campa. vL (in Indo-China), inscription from, 26, 4. 

Chalukya, dy. f 26, 10 ; —Western, dg., 26. 4. 
chimnudra, pose of fingers in Indian sculpture, 26, 2, 
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Chola, co., conquered by Mahendravarman I, 26, 3, — dy., 26, 8. 

Conjeeveram, see Kanchipuram. 

Dakshinamurti, god, 26, 2n. 

Da^avatarastotra, poem, 26, 5. 

Dattatreya, sage , 26, 6. 

Devibhagavata-Purana, 26, 6. 

Dhanvantari, 26, 6, 7n. 

Dharmachakra, symbol of Buddha, 26, 6. 

Dharmaraja-Ratha, name of one of the monolithic cars at Mavalivaram, 26, 1. 

Durga, goddess , 26, 2, 7 ; — image, 26, 2, 7. 
dvarapala, image , 26, 2. 

Gahgadkara, image, (a form of Siva), 26, 2. 

Gaiiga, river and goddess , 26, 2. 

Grantha, alphabet , the middle variety of, 26, 4. 

Gudimallam, vi. (in the North Arcot district), inscription from, 26, 8. 

Harivam^a, 26, 6. 

Hemadri, author , 26, 6. 

Hiranyavarman or Hiranyavarma-Maharaja, Kadava k., 26, 9. 

Idaivalanjan Kandan, m., 26, 11. 

Ilan Paduvunar, m., 29, 11. 

Jaina. 26, 5, 6. 

Jyeshtha, goddess of ill-luck, 26, 7. 

Kadakka, s.a. Kadava, 26, 9, 10. 

Kadakka-Muttaraivar, m ., 26, 9, 10. 

Kadava or Kadave^a, family, 26, 9, 10 and 10m 
Kadava, sm . Pallava, 26, 9. 

Kaduvatti Muttarasa, k., 26, 10. 

Kaduvetti, s.a, Kadava, 26, 10. 

Kalkin, avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5. 

Kanchi, Kanchipuram (Conjeeveram), or Kahchipura-Mahanagar, vi., 26, 9, 10 ; inscription from 
26, 8, 9, 10. 

Kandan, s.a. Kon Kandan, 26, 11. 

Kapila, sage , 26, 6. 

karanda-makuta, form of crown in Indian sculpture, 26, 2. 

Ka^akudi, vi. (in Karikal commune), plates from, 26, 8, 9. 

Kathaka, Skt.form of Kadava, 26, 9, 10. 

Ke^avavasa, the pipal tree , 26, 7. 
khatvanga banner, 26, 9. 

kilar (also kildn ), the headman of a village , 26, 11. 

Kilmuttugur, vi. (in the North Arcot district), inscription from, 26, 8. 

Koeti. vi. (in East Borneo), 26, 3, 4 and 4n. 
koneri ^koneru), a stone-faced tank, 26, 11. 

Kon Kandan, m., 26, 11. 

Ko-Vijaya-Narasimhavarman, Ganga-Pallava k.. 26, 8. 

Kovatftr, s.a. Laddigam, 26, 10. 

Krishna. avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6. 

Kshapanaka. image of, 26, 7. 

KshJrasvamin, commentator, 26, 7n. 
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Kunjpattur (Kunnattur), vi. (in the Chingleput district), 26, 10, 11. 

Kuram, vi. (in the Chingleput district), plates from, 26, 4. 

Kurina (Tortoise), avatara of Vishnu, 26, 5 and 5n. 

Laddigam, vi. (in the Chittor district), 26, 10. 
linga-Purana, 26, 7. 

Mahabalipuram, s.a. Mavalivaram, 26, 1, 4, 7, 8. 

Mahabharata, 26, 6. 

Mahasamanta, 26, 9. 

Maha vishnu (Vishnu), god , 26, 9. 

Mahendra, Mahendravarman I, Pallava k. y 26, 3, 4, 9 ; — the inventor of rock-cut templea in 
Southern India, 26, 3, 4. 

Mahendra-Pottra, s.a . Mahendravarman I, 26, 3. 

Malinai Nallular, m., 26, 11. 

Mallam, vi. (in the Nellore district), inscription from, 26, 8. 

JVIamallapura, s.a. Mavalivaram, 26, 1, 10, 11. 

Mandagappattu, vi. (in the South Arcot district), inscription from, 26, 4. 

Mandai, vi., 26, 11. 

Mandhatri, k., 26, 6. 

Markandeya, sage, 26, 7. 

Matsya (Fish), avatara of Vishnu, 26, 5 and 5n. 

Mavalivaram, vi. (in the Chingleput district), noted for its Pallava antiquities, 26, 1. 
Mukkanti-Kaduvetti, s.a. Trinavana-Pallava, 26, 10. 
na^arattar, merchants , 26, 9 and 9n, 10, 11. 

Nandipottar, Nandipottaraiyar, or Nandipota varrnan, s.a. Nandi vannan Pallavainalia, 26, 3, 11. 
Nandivarman or Nandivarman Pallavamalla, Pallava k., 26, 8, 9. 


Narada, sage, 26, 6. 

Narasimha (Man-Lion), avatara of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6. 

Narasirhhavarman I, Pallava k., 26, 3, 4. 

Narasimha varrnan II, Pallava k., 26, 3. 

Narasimha vishnu, sur. o/ Narasimha varrnan I and II, 26, 3. 

Nattukkottai Chetties, a merchant community of South India, 26, 9 d. 

Nedunjadaivan, Pandya k., 26, 9. 
nirvana, Buddhas enlightenment, 26, 5, 6. 

Nolamba-Pallava, dy., 26, 10. 

Padma-Purana, 26, 7. 

padmasana, pose of seated images in Indian sculpture, 26, 5. 

Pallava, architecture, 26, 2 --dy., 26, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 ; -Grantha, alphabet, 26, 3, 4, \ 7 

and. 8 ; inscriptions of the —dynasty, 26, 3 and 4 ; — jeweis, 26, 2 and 3 ; —royal dress, 26, 

3 . s'imhasana, 26, 2 ; statues of— royal personages, 26, 2, 3 and 4. 

Paliavadi-Araivar, m., 26, 9. 

Pallavamalla or Pallavamaila-ParameSvara, Kadava prince, s.a. Nandivarman Pallavamalla, 26, 9, 10. 

Panappa<Ji, vi-, 26. il. . , oa „ 

Parle h a pan d avamp.lai , hill (in the North Arcot district), inscription on the, 26, 8. 

Pancharatra-samhita, 26, 5. 

Pandya, dy., 26, 9. 8 

ParameSvara-Maha varaha-Vishnugnha, s.a . \ araha-Perumal , te„ 26. S, 

Parame^vara or Parameivaravarman I, Pallava k., 26, 4, 5n, i and 8. 

ParameSvara vannan II, Pallava k., 26, 8, 9. 
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Pararuesvarapottaraiyar, s.a. Paramesvaravarman II. 26, 9. 
peacock (?) parasol. 26, 9. 

Periyapuranam, Tamil work. 16, 9. 

pillars, lion-based octagonal, of the Pallava period, 26, 2. 

pipal tree, form of Vishnu 26, 7 : —intimately connected with Buddha’s enlightenment, 26, 5, 7 ; — 
worshipped by the Hindus, 26, 5. 7. 

pota, pottadhiraja, etc., title of Pallava kings, 26, 3n. ; — connected with Tamil pdttv (Skt. Pallava , 
a sprout) , 26, 3n. 

Prithu, k. } 26, 6. 

Puranas, age of the, 26, 6n. 

Rajasimka-Xarasiriihavarman II, Pallava k., 26, 2, 4, 8. 

Rajendradeva. Cho}a k ., 26, 8. 

Rama(Balarama). avatcira of Vishnu, 26, 5 ; — (Dasarathi Rama), avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6 ; — 
(Parasurama), avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5. 

Ramanuja-mandapa, rock-cut cave at llavalivaram, 26, 7. 

Ranamalla, Kddava prince , 26, 9. 

Rishablia or Rishabhanatha Tirthankara, an avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6. 

Saiva. 26, 7. 

Saltivankuppam, vi. (near llavalivaram), 26, 4. 

Sanianya-Lakshmi, image. 26, 2. 

Sarng rani am alia. Kddava prince , 26, 9. 

Samhitas. 26, 5, 6. 7. 

Samudraghosha. conch, 26. 9. 

Sanatkumara. sage , 26, G. 

Sankarilcharya, Advaita teacher. 26. 5. 7. 

Sankara-Xaravana. image. 26, 2 and n2, 5. 

Sat vasraya. Chalukya k.. 26, 10. 

Sehji (Gingee). vi. (in the South Arcot district), 26, lOn. 

S ilpa-sa.stra*. 26, 6. 

Siriiha vishnu. Pallava k., 26, 3. 8, 9. 

Simhavishnu s.a. Xarasimhavi.shnu, 26, 3. 

Siriihavishnu X araMihhavamian I. Pallava k.. 26, 3. 4, 9. 

Simhavishnu Xarasiriihavannan II, Pallava k.. 26, 3. 

Siriiha vinna-Pottra (Simhavishnu-Pota). s.a. Simhavishnu Xarasimhavarnian I, 26 3. 

Sirpur. vi. (in the Central Province*). 26, 5. 

Siva, god . 26, 2 and 2n. 7, 8. 

Sri (Lakshmi). goddtbs. 26, 7. 

Srliualla, Kddava prince . 26, 9. 

6rlvat*a. mark of Vishnu. 26, G. 

Sudarasana (di*cus). weapon of Vishnu. 26, 6. 
sukiuVana, pose of seated images in Indian sculpture. 26, 2. 

Sunyavada, 26, 5. 
sura, 26, 5. 

Tami. language, 26, 8. 

Taudalam, vi. fin the South 2 root district), inscription from, 26 f 9, 

Ta r a o i k o n d a- Pos a r , m. } 26, 9. 

Teiugu language. 26, 10. 

Tlrtha?kara, £6^ G. 
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tnbhangi, pose of standing images in Indian sculpture, 26, 2. 

Trinayana or Trinayana-Pallava, Telugu Pallava 26, 10. 

Udavendiram, vi. (in the North Arcot district), plates from, 26, 8. 

Vaikuntha-Perumal, te. (at Coujeeveram), p. 26, 9. 

Yaishnava, 26, 5, 8. 

Vamana (Dwarf), avatara of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6. 

Varaha (Boar), avatara of Vishnu, 26, 3 and 5n, 6. 

Varaha-Pennnal, s.a. Varaha or Adivaraha-Perumal, image , 26, 1, 7 ; — f c. : 26, 3, 1, 6, 7, 8# 
Varaha-Purana, 26, 6. 

Varahasvamin, s.a . Adivaraha-Perumal, 26, In. 

Va sude va (Krishna) cult , 26, 6. 

Vatapikonda, sur. of the Western Chalukya k. Vikramaditya I, 26, 4. 

Vedas, 26, 5, 7. 

Veda-Vyasa, sage , 28, 6. 

Vedic, 26, 5, 6, 7. 

Velurpalaiyam, vi. (in the North Arcot district), plates from, 26, 3. 

Velvikudi, vi. (in the Madura district), grant of, 26, 9. 

Yichitrachitta, sur. of Mahendravarman I, 26, 4. 

Videlvidugu, the royal seal of the Pallavas, 26, 9. 

Vijayaditva II, Bana k., 26, 10. 

Vikramaditya, Western Chalukya k., 26, 4. 

Vikrama-Solan-Ula, Tamil poem , 26, lOn. 

Vishnu, god , 26, 2 and 2n, 5, 6 and 7 ; — image , 26, 2. 

Yishnu-Purana, 26, 6. 

Vishvaksena-Samhita, 26, 6. 

Yatindramatadlpika, FaisAwaya poem, 26, 6. 

Ydge§vara-Vishnu, image , 26, 6. 

Yupa inscriptions, of King Mulavarman, 26, 3, 4 and 4n. 
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